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Addendum

About a week after | wrote For Joe's Sake , the Syracuse Post Standard dedicated
several articles to the challenges and amazing accomplishments of LGBT youth.*
One article described a local high school's Gay-Straight Alliance, another was an

interview with a member of the Alliance, and the last article was written by a
seventeen-year-old young man, Harry, debunking the myth that being gay is a

choice .
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Harry wrote: “I love who | am and I'm proud of the accomplishments | have made
in my life, but if | had a choice, | would be straight.”

He wrote of the harassment he's endured, and then explained that, “I will never be
able to get married, have children or be accepted into society.”

Harry's concerns reminded me of Joe and of all the youth who need to see daily
examples of LGBT adult success . Coincidently (or not), | stumbled upon another
relevant article, this one about boys taking dance.** Initially, | was pleased to see
the article, and | know many of the boys and instructors mentioned, but | cringed
when reading how one instructor described his childhood views of ballet, “I had
all the stereotypes — it was gay, it was girly-girly, it wasn't manly.” A student is
also quoted saying, “people called me gay...”

Now, these were just honest comments and we've heard them all before. And,
granted, only so many issues can be addressed in one article, but by the
columnist leaving “gay” out there flapping and unchecked as the stereotype male
dancers (read as straight male dancers) must overcome turned this article sour
for me. Maybe, having recently met Joe and having recently read Harry's piece in
the Post Standard made me especially sensitive to the barrage of destructive
messages queer youth endure, not only through blatant harassment but also
through innuendo and silence.

For Joe's Sake , was meant to be a little reminder that our families being out and
visible and involved is not just for the benefit of our own adopted or biological
children, but for all of our children — the children that we once were. Meeting Joe,
reading Harry's article and the article about male dancers reminds me that
(especially) queer parents cannot retreat into the demands of a nuclear family.
Even in our so-called more open and tolerant (I hate that word) society, LGBT
youth are hurting. They need queer adult role models, support, hope and maybe a
little parenting. A special thank you to all the folks who take on this responsibility
in a myriad of ways.

* The Post-Standard, February 19, 2008
** Syracuse City Eagle, February 21, 2008

It's come to my attention that the instructor quoted about ballet felt that his
comments were taken out of context; he also had problems with the article.



